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great weight with his party. At that moment it was heard,
clear enough, although in a whisper, upon the side of the
North*
** Politicians,'* said the Parliamentary correspondent of The
Times (on the 10th November, 1921), " have been anxiously
waiting for an indication of the attitude of Mr, Bonar Law. It
is known that Sir James Craig has been in touch with Mr. Bonar
Law since he came to London. It is understood that Mr. Bonar
Law has informed the Ulster Premier that he considers himself
bound by the pledges that he gave to Ulster in 1914 and that
he holds himself under an obligation to stand by Ulster if there
is any endeavour to impose a settlement to which Ulster is
opposed/'
The effect of this intervention may be judged from a passage
in the Diary of Lord Riddell:
*fi Things look very awkward," said Mr. Lloyd George to
RiddclL " Bonar Law has come out as the advocate of Ulster,
Whether he thinks he sees his opportunity to become Prime
Minister or whether he is solely actuated by a conscientious
desire to champion the cause of Ulster I don't know, but I can
hardly bring myself to believe that he would desire to supplant
me. However, as I have often told you, * there are no friend-
ships at the top/ Notwithstanding this I have always regarded
Bonar Law as different from other politicians and as a sincere
friend and supporter."1
Mr* Bonar Law was so far different from other politicians as
to be unable to break his pledge, As Mr. Lloyd George knew
well, behind Bonar Law was the grim menacing shadow of Car-
son, and with Carson stood Salisbury, Northumberland, London-
derry, ahd some other good men in the Lords, and not only the
Ulster Members, but Colonel Gretton, Henry Page Croft and
many other stout Englishmen in the Commons, and further in
the background a formidable Scot, Sir George Younger, at the
head of the Conservative organisation*
Much depended on the Unionist Party Conference about to
be held in Liverpool, and it was thought prudent to make
pledges* Sir Laming Worthington-Evans, Secretary of State for
told the meeting that he would not agree to any settlement
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